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Are battery energy storage systems NFPA 855 compliant?

NFPA 855, the International Fire Code, and other standards guide meeting the safety requirements to ensure
that Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) can be operated safely. FRA employees are principal members
of NFPA 855 and can offer comprehensive code compliance solutions to ensure that NFPA 855, IFC, CFC,
and other local requirements are met.

What is NFPA 855?
Safety  January 2024Explosion Control and Fire SuppressionNFPA 855 reflects the current best actice for
preventing explosions and safely containing fires. The 2023 edition mandates fire suppressi

How long is NFPA 855 revision cycle?
ith the fire codes,NFPA 855 is on a three-yearrevision cycle. NFPA 855 is a year ahead in its cycle,meaning
that th

Does NFPA 855 require a Bess Emergency Response Plan?

NFPA 855 and many AHJs require the development of an emergency response planthat will define the
response posture to BESS emergencies. The plans produced by FRA also include the hazard and response
tactics associated with the failure of ancillary equipment at the site such as transformers,breakers,and
switchgear which most plans do not cover.

This standard applies to the design, construction, installation, commissioning, operation, maintenance, and
decommissioning of stationary energy storage systems (ESS), including mobile and portable ESS installed in a
stationary situation and the storage of lithium metal or lithium-ion batteries.

NFPA 855--the second edition (2023) of the Standard for the Installation of Stationary Energy Storage
Systems--provides mandatory requirements for, and explanations of, the safety strategies and features of
energy storage systems (ESS).

To help them cope with the potential challenges and obstacles associated with energy storage system
equipment, the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) has developed NFPA 855, afixed energy storage
system installation standard that will ...

To help them cope with the potential challenges and obstacles associated with energy storage system
equipment, the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) has developed NFPA 855, a fixed energy storage
system ...

NFPA 855--the second edition (2023) of the Standard for the Installation of Stationary Energy Storage

Systems--provides mandatory requirements for, and explanations of, the safety ...
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Understand NFPA855 scope by reviewing differences between commercial and residential battery
requirements. Improve project permitting discussions by understanding when NFPA855 applies to particular
battery ...

The 2021 versions of IFC, IRC, and NFPA 1 base their ESS fire code requirements on this document. Chapter
15 of NFPA 855 provides requirements for residential systems. The following list is not comprehensive ...

Comprehensive solutions for the fire and life safety challenges of Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).
Code Consulting NFPA 855, the International Fire Code, and other standards guide meeting the safety
requirements to ensure ...

The 2021 versions of IFC, IRC, and NFPA 1 base their ESS fire code requirements on this document. Chapter
15 of NFPA 855 provides requirements for residential systems. The following list is not comprehensive but
highlights important NFPA 855 requirements for residential energy storage systems.

Comprehensive solutions for the fire and life safety challenges of Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).
Code Consulting NFPA 855, the International Fire Code, and other standards guide meeting the safety
requirements to ensure that Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) can be operated safely.

Understand NFPAS855 scope by reviewing differences between commercia and residential battery
requirements. Improve project permitting discussions by understanding when NFPA855 applies to particular
battery storage types and field applications.

The threshold when NFPA 855 applies is different for each technology. For example, the standard applies to

lead acid battery ESS with a combined capacity of 70 KWh (kilowatt-hour) or more, while ESS using
lithium-ion batteries requires a threshold of 20 KWh for NFPA 855 to apply.
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