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Can solar power solve Cuba's energy problems?

In a nation with plentiful sunshine,Cuban officials have long had the opportunity to encourage solar power as
one solution to national energy problems. But October's sweeping outages -- the island's worst power failurein
years -- show little progress has been made.

What if Cuba had built out more solar power?
Cuba's large-scale blackouts that left 10 million people without power this month wouldn't have happenedif
the government had built out more solar power to boost its failing electric grid as promised,some experts say.

Could more solar power boost Cuba's electric grid?

By ALEXA ST. JOHN, INGRID LOBET and ANDREA RODRIGUEZ HAVANA (AP) -- Cubas large-scale
blackouts that left 10 million people without power this month may not have happened if the government had
built out more solar power to boost its failing electric grid as promised, some experts say.

Should Cubans buy solar panels paired with batteries?
The minister of energy and head of the nation's electric utility encouraged Cubans to buy rooftop solar systems
paired with batteries,instead of the gas and diesel generators purchased by Cubans who can afford them.

|s Cuba a good candidate for solar?

Besides the strong sunlight,there is another way that Cuba is a good candidate for solar. A significant share of
its electricity comes from smaller power plants distributed around the country. Solar could be added or
switched out in those locations. But it hasn't happened yet.

What percentage of Cuba's electricity comes from renewabl e sources?

The share of Cuba's electricity that comes from renewable sources like solar and burning sugar cane waste has
increased only slightly,from 3.8% in 2012 to 5%as of 2022,according to research from the Sabin Center for
Climate Change Law at Columbia Law School and EDF.

3 ?7?2&#0183; The Patio El Triunfo project, located in the capital”s Regla municipality, is an example of a
private business that is self-sufficient in renewable energy sources. It has installed photovoltaic panels with a
generation of 10 kilowatts (KW), aswell as solar heaters and dryers, and a 0.5 KW wind turbine.

Cuba is reportedly boosting the use of photovoltaic solar energy, and is carrying out two projects since early
2024 to add 1,000 megawatts in two years to the national power grid, looking at adding the same amount of
generation by 2031.

This solution can aso work in Cuba. The Bahamas was able to leverage external nongovernmental

organization investment to add solar panels to three schools so that they can serve as resilience hubs in the
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event of ...

Project leader Felix Morfis, also a representative of Cubasolar - a non-governmental organization promoting
renewable energy in Cuba since 1994 - criticizes the high prices of solar panels and bureaucratic hurdles in
obtaining loans to purchase them. "It seems the government has no rea interest in people installing solar
panels.

Cuba's large-scale blackouts that left 10 million people without power this month wouldn"t have happened if
the government had built out more solar power to boost its failing electric grid as promised, some experts say.

Large consumers in the residential sector could find in the installation of solar panels a way to offset the
amount of their energy bill through cogeneration for self-consumption or receive a payment for injecting clean

Cuba's transition to renewable energy generation would reduce greenhouse gas emissions, helping to mitigate
climate change and reduce local air pollution, while also providing a more resilient source of power compared
to the current fossil fuel-heavy power system.

This solution can aso work in Cuba. The Bahamas was able to leverage external nongovernmental
organization investment to add solar panels to three schools so that they can serve as resilience hubs in the
event of hurricanes which threaten the island.

Cuba's transition to renewable energy generation would reduce greenhouse gas emissions, helping to mitigate
climate change and reduce local air pollution, while also providing a more resilient source of power compared

3 ?77?&#0183; The Patio El Triunfo project, located in the capital"s Regla municipality, is an example of a
private business that is self-sufficient in renewable energy sources. It has installed photovoltaic panels with a
generation of 10 kilowatts ...

3 ?7?&#0183; The Patio El Triunfo project, located in the capital”s Regla municipality, is an example of a
private business that is self-sufficient in renewable energy sources. It hasinstalled ...

Large consumers in the residential sector could find in the installation of solar panels a way to offset the
amount of their energy bill through cogeneration for self-consumption or receive a payment for injecting clean
energy into the national power grid.

& quot;Reaching the proposed installed power by 2031 would place Cuba at an estimated 12% photovoltaic
penetration in the country"s energy generation,&quot; he explained at the CNI meeting. The two referred
projects, said the General Director of Electricity of the Minem, have been worked together with universities, to
achieve adesign that allows both to ...

Page 2/3



Ads solar power Cuba

-
-

P
‘:f:;- SOLAR :ro.

ot

Cuba's large-scale blackouts that left 10 million people without power this month may not have happened if
the government had built out more solar power to boost its failing electric grid...
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